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1. Please give an overview of ship arrest practice in your country.
In principal, the arrest of a ship according to the Bulgarian law  is a procedure which provides pre
judgm ent security for future claims. The arrest of a ship shall be allowed, if w ithout it, will be impossible 
or difficult an eventual future court decision to be executed, until the necessary guarantees are provided 
by the shipowner. Notwithstanding the relatively formal character of the procedure according to the 
Bulgarian law, after the country became a party to the International Convention on Arrest of Ships, 
1999, the number of maritime claims, grounds for an arrest was increased, as well as the terms and 
condition for its allowance w ere unified.

2. W hich International Convention applies to arrest of ships in your country?
The Republic of Bulgaria is a State party to the International Convention on Arrest of Ships, adopted 
on March 12, 1999 at the United Nations/International Maritime Organization Diplomatic Conference 
on Arrest of Ships, held in G eneva (“The Convention” ). The Republic of Bulgaria has signed the 
Convention on Ju ly 27, 2000 and ratified it in accordance with the constitutionally established procedure. 
In accordance with its Article 14 (1), the Convention w ent into force on September 14, 2011, six months 
after the Republic of Albania became the 10th State to accede it. State parties include Albania, Algeria, 
Benin, Bulgaria, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Liberia, Norway, Pakistan, Spain and the 
Syrian Arab Republic.

3. Is there any other w ay  to arrest a ship in your jurisdiction?
In addition to the provisions of the Convention, a ship might be arrested on the grounds of the 
procedures stipulated in the domestic law. The grounds, as well as the procedure and com petent 
authority to arrest of a ship in order to secure a maritime claim according to the domestic law  are 
regu la ted  by the Bu lg arian  M erch an t Sh ipp ing  Code and  the Code o f Civil Procedure.
Arrest of a ship, according to the domestic law might be allowed:
3.1. By the Bulgarian Maritime Administration for specified in the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code 
grounds, namely for claims arising of averages, collisions, rendered assistance, other services or of 
performance of carriage contracts, until the necessary guarantees are provided by the shipowner. The 
arrest of the ship shall be terminated after 72 hours, if within this period the district court at the location 
o f the ship does no t rule a cco rd in g ly  in a p rocedure  for securing  o f a fu tu re c la im ;
3.2. By the district court at the location of the ship (the respective port) in a procedure for securing 
of a claim, including a future claim, by imposing of a collateral measure “arrest of a ship” under the 
provisions of the Bulgarian Civil Procedure Code for a claim arisen in connection w ith  the ship. 
In addition to the above, the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code stipulates also a specific procedure 
for arrest of a ship and cargoes only for unpaid sums of customs, port and other fees, taxes and fines.
The Executive Director of the Bulgarian Maritime Administration or the captain of a port may arrest 
Bulgarian or foreign ships for such claims, if the request is made on behalf of governmental and judicial
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authorities, by the State Enterprise "Port Infrastructure" or by a foreign maritime administration. The 
arrest shall continue until elimination of the grounds of it.

4. Are these alternatives e.g. saisie conservatoire or freezing order?
Such instruments are not provided and applicable according to the Bulgarian law.

5. For which types of claims can you arrest a ship?
Grounds for arrest of a ship, according to the Convention are maritime claims, as defined in Article 1 
(1) of the Convention. The competent authority is the Court.
The grounds for arrest of a ship, if it is subject of an allowance by the Bulgarian Maritime Administration 
on the grounds of the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code are:
- claims arising of averages, collisions, rendered assistance, other services or of performance of carriage 
contracts, in case that the procedure is initiated by an interested Bulgarian or foreign physical person 
or legal entity are or;
- unpaid sums of customs, port and other fees, taxes and fines, in case that the procedure is initiated 
by governmental and judicial authorities, by the State Enterprise "Port Infrastructure" or by a foreign 
maritime administration

6. Can you arrest a ship irrespectively of her flag?
The Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code does not specify exceptions to this general rule, stipulating 
that authorities "may arrest Bulgarian or foreign ships and cargoes”.
Article 8, para 1 of the International Convention on Arrest of Ships, 1999 states that the rules and 
regulations set by the Convention apply to any ship within the jurisdiction of any State Party, whether 
or not that ship is flying the flag of a State Party. Article 8, para 2 how ever makes and exception, 
declaring that said rules and regulations do not apply to any warship, naval auxiliary or other ships 
o w n ed  or operated  by a State and  used on ly  on go ve rnm en t non-com m ercial service.

7. Can you arrest a ship irrespectively of the debtor?
The general rule, according to the Bulgarian law is that a ship arrest is permissible for maritime claims, 
as defined and specified in point 5 above against the shipowner. The shipowner is the ow ner of the 
ship, entered as such in the register of the ships or any other person, which utilized the ship on its 
ow n behalf on other legal grounds (by example on the ground of a bareboat charter agreement) at 
the time w hen  the maritime claim arose and the arrest is effected.

8. W h a t is the position as regards sister ships and ships in associated ownership?
W ith regard to the arrest procedure, the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code does not stipulate the 
possibility to be arrested a sister ships and ships in associated ownership for a claims arisen from other 
sh ip, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th a t  the  s h ip o w n e r  is the  sam e p e rso n  or leg a l en tity .
According to the Convention, under certain terms and condition, the arrest is permissible of any other 
ship or ships which, w hen  the arrest is effected, is or are owned by the person w ho  is liable for the 
maritime claim and w ho  was, w hen  the claim arose.(a) ow ner of the ship in respect of which  the 
maritime claim arose; or (b) demise charterer, time charterer or voyage charterer of that ship.

9. W h a t is the position as regards Bareboat and Time-Chartered vessels?
The ship might be arrested for maritime claims, as defined and specified in point 5 above against the 
shipowner, irrespectively w hether it is the ow ner of the ship, entered as such in the register of the 
ships or any other person, which utilized the ship on its ow n  behalf on other legal grounds at the time 
w h e n  the  m aritim e c la im  a rose  and  the  a rre st is e ffe c ted  (p lease  see p o in t  7).
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